
DW Global Media Forum 2026 – Press and media information 

 

OVERVIEW  

The 19th DW Global Media Forum (GMF) will take place on June 23 and 24, 2026 at the World 
Conference Center Bonn (WCCB) and the DW headquarters in Bonn, Germany. 

Once again, we expect more than 1400 participants and over 160 speakers from 100+ countries, 
who will contribute to over 50 sessions. 

A key moment of the conference will be the DW Freedom of Speech Award (FoSA) Ceremony, 
where this year imprisoned Hong Kong media entrepreneur Jimmy Lai will be honored for his 
outstanding commitment to democracy, press freedom and freedom of speech. His daughter 
Claire Lai will accept the award on his behalf. 

 

PHOTOS AND MEDIA 

You can find selected pictures from the conference on Flickr. You are free to use them for your 
coverage of the conference, but please make sure to provide the copyright credit with every 
picture you distribute. Once the conference starts, you will find the photos here. 

Selected sessions will be available on YouTube shortly after the conference. 

Moreover, sessions in the plenary chamber will be streamed live on YouTube. 

 

INTERVIEWS WITH OUR SPEAKERS AND DW EXPERTS 

With more than 160 speakers and hundreds of journalists from around the world, #GMF26 offers 
a wide range of experts covering the topics currently most relevant to journalism. An overview 
of the speakers can be found here. 

We are happy to assist in arranging interviews. If you are interested, please reach out to us via 
communication@dw.com  

 

REPORTING FROM AND AT THE DW GLOBAL MEDIA FORUM 

The WCCB offers a few possibilities to work and report live from the conference: 

• Our GMF backdrop on the first floor above the lobby provides the necessary space and 
setting to record interviews, for example. 

• The press gallery in the plenary chamber offers a clear view of the proceedings, as well 
as power outlets and quiet workspaces for reporting live from the conference. 

• Use the opportunity to speak with a wide range of speakers and experts at #GMF26. 
You can either contact them directly or reach out via the conference platform. If you are 
in need of assistance, feel free to contact us via communication@dw.com  

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/deutschewelle/albums/
https://www.youtube.com/c/DWGlobalMediaForum
https://www.youtube.com/c/DWGlobalMediaForum
https://gmf-event.com/event/speakers
mailto:communication@dw.com
mailto:communication@dw.com


GMF AND DW ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

Follow us on social media and tag us in your post – we look forward to engaging with your 
content. 

GMF DW 
LinkedIn 
Facebook 
YouTube 
X 
Threads 

Instagram (DW) 
LinkedIn 
Facebook 
X 
Bluesky  

 

If you are interested in regular updates on the conference and beyond, make sure to subscribe 
to our GMF newsletter or to the newsletter by DW’s Director General Barbara Massing. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: DW, GMF AND THE FREEDOM OF SPEECH AWARD 

About the DW Freedom of Speech Award 

Since 2015, DW has awarded the Freedom of Speech Award (FoSA) to spotlight restrictions on 
press freedom around the world and to honor the exceptional work of journalists and human 
rights defenders. Past honorees include Georgian journalist Tamar Kintsurashvili (2025), Yulia 
Navalnaya and the Russian Anti-Corruption Foundation (2024) and Óscar Martínez, editor-in-
chief of the online outlet El Faro in El Salvador (2023). 

About DW 

DW is Germany's international broadcaster. As an independent media outlet, we provide 
unbiased news and information in 32 languages around the world so that people can form their 
own opinions.  DW's TV, online and radio services reach 337 million users every week.   

DW Akademie trains journalists worldwide, supports the development of free media, and 
promotes the German language through free learning opportunities.  

 

ADDITIONAL SOURCES 

• FAQ 
• DW press 

 

PRESS CONTACT 

Julia van Leuven 

communication@dw.com 

https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/deutsche-welle-global-media-forum/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.facebook.com/dw.gmf
https://www.youtube.com/c/DWGlobalMediaForum
https://x.com/DW_GMF
https://www.threads.com/@dw_globalmediaforum
https://www.instagram.com/dw.deutschewelle/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/deutsche-welle/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.facebook.com/dw.deutschewelle/
https://x.com/DeutscheWelle
https://bsky.app/profile/deutschewelle.dw.com
https://corporate.dw.com/en/newsletter-dw-global-media-forum/a-54920165
https://corporate.dw.com/en/newsletter-dw-global-media-forum/a-54920165
https://corporate.dw.com/en/newsletter-mail-for-minds-a-word-from-barbara-massing/a-67519394
https://corporate.dw.com/en/dw-freedom-of-speech-award/a-56599988
https://gmf-event.com/files/footer/faqs.pdf
https://corporate.dw.com/en/press/s-3293
mailto:communication@dw.com

