Ow

Harry — gefangen in der Zeit

Culture and society

75 | Regional information | Living in Germany

As Harry notices, Anna lives alone in her apartment, which is becoming
increasingly common in Germany. The number of people living in a single-
person household, regardless of whether they have a partner, is increasing.
Even though small apartments are more expensive than larger ones, the
trend continues. One-person households accounted for 40% of all dwellings
in 2014, and the number is growing. This is especially noticeable in large
cities; in Berlin, for example, more than half of households consist of only one
person. Supermarkets are adapting and now offer small portions of
everything, from butter to jam to countless ready-made meals.

Another lifestyle trend: regardless of age, couples frequently live together
without a marriage certificate. Couples living together without being married
have long since become socially acceptable in Germany, including following
the birth of children. So, if Harry and Julia reconcile, that is a viable option for
them.
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