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European media facility in Armenia
Credible Media. Viability. Cooperation.

Internal political crises, ongoing conflict,
as well as external factors such as the
recent geopolitical developments in the
wider region prepared a fruitful ground
for the dissemination of hate speech, fake
news, disinformation, and misinformation.
The context is becoming more complicat-
ed in Armenia with very small number

of independent media lacking financial,
institutional and in some cases human
capacities to provide the wider public with
free and fair information.

DW Akademie in partnership with BBC
Media Action, Democracy Development
Foundation (DDF), Hetq/Investigative Jour-
nalists NGO, and Factor TV, was entrusted
by the European Union (EU) and the Fed-
eral Ministry for Economic Cooperation
and Development (BMZ) to implement the
project called “European Media Facility in
Armenia — Building Sustainable and Pro-
fessional Media.”

The three-year project is aimed at contribut-

ing to the promotion of a vibrant and viable

media sector in Armenia, that is capaci-

tated to fulfil its role as a watchdog for the

Armenian society. The main target groups
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BBC MA “Serving audiences when
they need it most” networking event

of the initiative are media managers,
regional media outlets, independent jour-
nalists, fact checkers, young journalists,
and students.

“Professional and responsible journalism is the
guardian of democracy, providing the public
with accurate and unbiased information that
empowers individuals to make informed deci-
sions and fosters a more enlightened and har-
monious society. People in Armenia are con-
cerned about disinformation and more and
more vigilant about it. The European Media
Facility in Armenia project, which is close to
conclusion, aimed to address the issues above,
and help to find solutions to them. The Euro-
pean Union remains committed to support-
ing the media as they represent the most effec-
tive instruments for promoting shared values.”
H.E. Mr. Vassilis Maragos — Ambassador,
Head of the EU Delegation to Armenia.

The project consists of a whole set of mutu-
ally enriching activities including fact-check-
ing and investigative reporting develop-
ment, networking opportunities for media
representatives within Armenia and abroad,
as well as financial support and capac-
ity building activities for regional media
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Factor TV Students Award Ceremony

organizations. Additionally, Armenia’s first
media management E-School has been
established within the project.

The project has conducted several needs
assessments on media management, fact-
checking, as well comprehensive research
reports on the coverage of environmen-
tal issues in Armenian media and prefer-
ences and insights of audience on partner
media organizations. Moreover, individually
designed consultancy sessions were orga-
nized for each of the local partners based on
needs and expectations raised by them.

The “European Media Facility in
Armenia — Building Sustainable and
Professional Media” project is being
implemented by DW Akademie in
cooperation with BBC Media Action,
Democracy Development Foundation
(DDF), Hetq/ Investigative Journal-
ists NGO and Factor TV. The project is
funded by the European Union and
the Federal Ministry for Economic
Cooperation and Development (BMZ).
This publication was funded by the
European Union. Its contents are the
sole responsibility of the DW Akade-
mie and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the European Union.
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Learning and education for journalism students

Practical work, experience, professional
skills. Factor TV hosted the last, sixth
group of journalism students

Internship program hosting
journalism students

Factor TV completed its sixth internship pro-
gram hosting journalism students within the
“European Media Facility in Armenia” proj-
ect. During the initiative, participants were
immersed in alearning environment, gaining
practical experience and professional skillsin
journalism.

Through six three-month internship cycles,
37 students were engaged in the creation of a
series of media materials, including 115 video
materials and articles, providing them with
understanding of journalism's diverse field.

“I believe that outdated technology is one of the
biggest challenges faced by media education in
Armenia. Therefore, equipping academic edu-
cational institutions with trend-specific equip-
ment is crucial. On the other hand, the profes-
sion of a journalist is like the profession of a sur-
geon: practical experience is even more critical
than theory.” says Arevik Sahakyan, executive
director of an online media platform, Fac-
tor TV, “High-quality journalism education
and strong, viable media are key to building
and strengthening democracy”, adds Arevik
Sahakyan.

Over 40 master classes delivered by prom-
inent media experts enriched students'
knowledge, and more than 20 courses, in
collaboration with BBC Media Action and
DW Akademie, supplemented their educa-
tion. Students had the unique opportunity
to interact with government representa-
tives such as two Presidents of the Repub-
lic of Armenia, numerous National Assem-
bly members, the Central Bank President,
the Constitutional Court President, and two
Human Rights Defenders of Armenia.

Moreover, out of the 37 students who com-
pleted the program, 15 of them have already
been involved with various media outlets and
started their careers there.

“Factor TV's internship was a pivotal moment in
my career. Without it, I might not have ventured
into journalism,” reflects Elen Mikayelyan, an
internship participant.

Another former student, Sveta Vardanyan
adds, “The three-month internship at Fac-
tor TV was a significant milestone for me,
not only for the knowledge gained but also
for the friends I met and teamwork. I would
eagerly participate again.”

Gaining practicein a
professional environment

Students had access to journalism facilities
and equipment, allowing them to apply their
knowledge in practice on the spot. The pro-
gram combined theoretical education with
practical assignments, supplemented by
master classes led by media experts. From
livestreaming to political coverage and data
journalism, they experienced the full spec-
trum of journalistic work.

“The curiosity and sparkling in the eyes of stu-
dents every time we do interviews or cover
events live was the best evidence that the

internship is indeed very useful for them,” Sara
Khojoyan, the internship supervisor says.

Factor TV's internship program not only edu-
cated but also inspired students to pursue
their journalism careers. Former student
Ani Evinyan highlights, “The internship was
a gateway to fully understanding the field of
journalism."

“The role of young students is crucial in build-
ing and strengthening democracy. However, itis
necessary to work with them, develop their abil-
ities, and equip them with high-quality media
education”, says Arevik Sahakyan.

At the conclusion of each cohort, Factor
TV hosted an award ceremony. Program's
impact is underscored by the fact that many
participants express a strong desire to return
or extend their involvement with the journal-
ism education they received at Factor TV.

Contact Us

For more information on our projects and
how to get involved, contact us through any
of the following:

0 factortv
info@factor.am

2 factor.am





