Harry — gefangen in der Zeit

Begleitmaterialien

Episode 009 — Grammar
1. W-Fragen

"W" questions are open questions that can't be answered with "yes" or "no". They begin with a question word:

Wie?
Wo?
Wohin?
Woher?
Was?

When forming questions that begin with these "W" words, the question word usually comes at the beginning.
It is followed by the conjugated verb - just like in a declarative sentence.
The subject and the rest of the sentence follow the verb.

1st position 2nd position 3rd position
Declarative sentence Ich komme aus Traponia.
~W* question Woher kommen Sie?

Wie heifien Sie?

Wo wohnen Sie?

Wohin gehen Sie?

Was war das?
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2, The polite form of address, "Sie"

In German, you address relatives, friends, children and other people you know well with the informal "du". But if you're addressing an
adult you don't know well or figures of authority, such as police officers or your teacher, it is a sign of respect to use the polite form of
address: "Sie".

You already know the verb form that "du" takes. Its conjugation is the 2nd person singular.

Example:
Verstehst du Traponisch?

The formal form of address, "Sie", takes the same verb form as the 3rd person plural. But remember that unlike the personal pronoun
"sie" used for both the 3rd person singular and the 3rd person plural, the pronoun "Sie" to address someone formally is always
capitalized.

Example:
Verstehen Sie Traponisch?
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