Harry — gefangen in der Zeit

Begleitmaterialien

Episode 064 — Grammar

Expressing suggestions and requests with "konnen" (subjunctive II)

Modal verbs usually accompany another verb in a sentence. They describe the subject in relation to the action expressed by the main
verb.

"konnen" (can, be able) describes an ability or option.
Examples:

Harry kann Deutsch sprechen.
Sie konnen gerne ein anderes Zimmer haben.

You can also use "konnen" to make suggestions or polite requests by using the subjunctive II verb form.

Examples:
Anna: Wir konnten nach Leipzig fahren und Andersons Biiro durchsuchen.
(= Not only does Anna consider it an option to go to Leipzig. In fact she thinks it's a good idea and suggests it to Harry.)

Student: Herr Professor, konnte ich Sie kurz sprechen?
(= The student would like to talk to the professor. He asks if that would be possible and requests a conversation. He could also say:
"Kann ich Sie kurz sprechen?" But in the subjunctive II form it sounds more polite.)
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The subjunctive II form of "konnen" is similar to the indicative past tense, in other words, by affixing (e)te + the personal endings. But
in past tense the umlaut is omitted from the verb stem and in the subjunctive II it stays.

Preterite Subjunctive 11
ich konnte konnte
du konntest konntest
er/sie/es konnte konnte
wir konnten konnten
ihr konntet konntet
sie konnten konnten
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