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The Art of Space

Green oases in the desert sands. Cool high-rise blocks and mythical gardens. Floating cities and 
underwater settlements. Skyscrapers and towers. Architecture in a category of its own, employ-
ing the most up-to-the-minute construction designs and traditional composition in natural 
spaces. From the breathtaking to the bizarre, the series The Art of Space shows the incredible 
variety of spatial experimentation being conducted today. It shines the spotlight on the risks 
and opportunities presented by the ever-changing face of our world.

01	 The Gardener and the Princes – 
 Enchanted Saudi Arabia 

A German landscape architect has been 
working in Arab countries for the last 
30 years, designing parks, gardens and 
boulevards. He grants us a rare glimpse 
of the otherwise very private sphere of 
the Saudi royal family. The gardener’s 
work involves marrying the highly 
modern lifestyle of the contemporary 
royals with ancient traditions and 
natural features.

02	 When Buildings Grow Wings – 
 Architects Emulate Nature 

Pneumatic constructions, lightweight 
varieties of steel, rope nets and mem-
brane sails. New construction forms 
and materials modelled on natural phe-
nomena – a spider’s web, for example, 
the surface of a soap bubble, the animal 
skin of a wing. Spectacular buildings 
are being erected all over the globe, 
fantastically light creations on the 
highest technical and scientific level.

03 Très, très chic! – A Tour of Europe’s  
 Most Beautiful Designer Homes 

Designers and architects spend their 
lives styling spaces for others. But what 
do their personal spaces look like? What 
is important to them, how do they put 
their own individual stamp on their 
personal sphere? Join us on a breath-
taking trip across Europe, for an 
intimate glimpse of the most unusual 
homes and exclusively designed living 
spaces that hover somewhere between 
dream and reality. One thing is certain – 
it all promises to be très, très chic!

04	 The Cabriolet House – Letting the  
 Light Flood In 

Whatever your views on modern archi-
tecture might be, the chances are you 
are fascinated by the idea of a house 
with almost windowless outer walls. 
The challenge for architects is to afford 
the resident family the maximum 
privacy, without making them feel in 
any way restricted. The result: a dream 
home that positively basks in light, 
with a courtyard that can be opened 
up like cabriolet.
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05	 The Telescopic House – A Home With  
 Good Prospects 

The woman who built this home says: 
“Spaces have an influence not only 
on physical sensitivities, but also on 
spiritual mood.” And how right she is. 
But there’s just one problem: the 
building plot is long and narrow, posing 
an extreme challenge. The result is a 
design masterstroke, a unique modern 
burrow. A telescopic house with very 
special prospects.

06	 Feng Shui for a Better Life – Arranging  
 Spaces the Chinese Way 

Are you having trouble sleeping? Maybe 
there’s a water vein under your bed. Or 
the energy, known in Chinese as the Qi, 
is not flowing properly in your home. 
A solution is at hand. The practice of 
Feng Shui balances and harmonizes
that energy within buildings and 
landscapes. It accentuates the relation-
ship between man and nature, based 
on fundamental Chinese philosophical 
principles, for example the teachings 
of yin and yang. You never know, it 
could change your life.

07	 Floating Cities – A New Home on  
 the Water?  

Rising sea levels are threatening coastal 
regions throughout the world. One of 
the countries likely to be hardest hit 
by climate change is The Netherlands. 
More than a quarter of its territory lies 
below sea level. The Dutch response to 
the experts’ dire predictions is innova-
tive and unusual. Architects there are 
designing buildings that float on water.

08	 Nothing But Glass – A Far-Sighted  
 Concept 

Anyone building on a south-facing 
hillside with a stunning view should 
open the house up to the light and the 
landscape and keep it closed to the 
north. We visit just such a house, with a 
thirty-meter facade of glass overlooking 
a beautiful valley.

09	 Boomtown Dubai – In a Financial  
 Tight Spot  

Dubai has the tallest skyscrapers, the 
most magnificent shopping mall, the 
most luxurious hotel and the largest
artificial islands in the world. But 
Dubai’s property market nearly 
experienced a crash, which revealed 
a brief but shocking glimpse at its eco-
nomic vulnerability. This has increased 
doubts about Dubai’s urban planning 
concept and about whether it can with-
stand the pressures of the international 
financial markets.

10	 Purists at Work – An Intelligent House
 

The design is clear and simple. But the 
façade of this particular house con-
ceals some phenomenal technology. 
For example, the owner may be away 
on holiday, but he can still commu-
nicate with people trying to visit him 
at home. Advanced control systems 
allow for energy-saving and intelligent 
inter action between the house and its 
human inhabitants.
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11	 Up in the Clouds – Life in Chicago’s  
 Hancock Center  

The John Hancock Center is one of the 
world’s tallest structures and draws half 
a million tourists every year. About 
5,000 people live in this Chicago land-
mark and they rarely need to leave it. 
They have everything they need under 
one roof – offices, a post office, a bank, 
a car park, a television station, fitness 
center, swimming pool, and plenty 
of shops.

12	 Old Without, New Within – A House  
 Inside a House 

Deep in the Bavarian Forest lies an old, 
weather-beaten farmhouse. It was small, 
humble, warped, cramped and totally 
dilapidated; its history stretches back 
170 years. Then it was remodelled. The 
integration of concrete cubes into the 
existing framework created a house 
inside a house, a living space where 
new design finds its place within the 
original structure.

13	 Under Pressure – Living and Working  
 Under Water  

The idea of colonizing the ocean floor 
has been mankind’s dream for centu-
ries, but could people really live or work 
underwater? For years now, visionary 
architects have been thinking up ways 
to make that dream a reality.

14	 Way Up High – Skyscrapers and Towers
 

Tall buildings have always represented 
a fascinating challenge to architects. 
Chicago is the birthplace of the sky-
scraper. The tallest buildings the world 
had ever seen were constructed here 
using steel in the late 19th century, and 
the city skyline is still dominated by 
an impressive number of skyscrapers. 
Structures such as the Eiffel Tower in 
Paris or the TV tower in Berlin also 
attract hundreds of visitors daily hoping 
for a bird’s eye view of the city.

15 Clay Building Is Back 
Building with clay has long been out of 
fashion in Europe and other parts of the 
world. But as the concept of sustain-
ability gains in significance, clay’s 
qualities as a construction material are 
finding new favor among architects and 
planners. Clay is universally available, 
it is malleable, it stores warmth and it 
can even help keep the air clean indoors. 
Above all, construction with clay re-
quires little energy.

16 The House as a Source of Energy 
In the assessment of factors causing 
climate change, houses rank among the 
most voracious consumers of energy. 
Now, the world is seeing the construc-
tion of the first “energy plus houses”, 
which produce more energy than 
they use.
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17	 Brick – Nature’s Own Building Material
 

Fired bricks have been used as a 
construction material for more than 
5,000 years – from ancient Mesopo-
tamia, Egypt, Greece and Rome through 
to the present day. Bricks still enjoy a 
good reputation worldwide. They offer 
protection from damaging environmen-
tal factors, protect against fire, and 
have good heat-insulating and sound-
proofing properties.

18	 Energy Saving House – Old Ideas,  
 New Technology 

A wooden structure with two concrete 
cores – these are the features of a house 
recently built in southern Germany. Be-
cause the earth is soft there, the house 
had to be built on piles driven deep into 
the ground. The piles have been fitted 
with pipes for a geothermal heat pump. 
The house combines modern design 
and energy efficiency with traditional 
building techniques specific to the 
region.

19	 Nature Is Future 
Awareness of the need to save energy is 
growing in Arab Mediterranean nations. 
That, in part, is in response to climate 
change and rising energy prices. More 
and more money is now being spent 
on the construction of low-energy 
housing, rather than badly insulated 
concrete buildings. Prototypes are 
being developed in many countries.

20 Searching for the City of Tomorrow 
 

More and more people are living in cit-
ies, and they are constantly growing and 
changing. Photographer Peter Bialobrz-
eski captures this state of flux in his im-
ages. His search for the city of tomorrow 
takes him to the Chinese megacities of 
Hong Kong and Shenzhen, as well as the 
South African township of Soweto.

21 My Home is My Castle – Living in  
 Historic Buildings 

Many people dream of living in a castle. 
But what is it really like to live a modern 
life in such a historical setting, often 
with unheatable rooms and immense 
maintenance costs? Families that have 
lived in stately homes for generations 
and others that have acquired theirs 
more recently throw open the doors to 
their private quarters.

22 The Fagus Factory – Walter Gropius’  
 Timeless Factory Building  

In 1911, the German businessman Carl 
Benscheidt commissioned a new factory 
from the man who would later found 
the Bauhaus. With his Fagus Factory in 
Alfeld, Walter Gropius wrote architectur-
al history. The innovative design broke 
with all tradition and created working 
conditions that were exemplary at 
the time. The factory is an important 
example of early modern architecture 
and has been included on UNESCO’s list 
of world heritage sites.

23 Courage and Creativity – New Life on  
 an Old Farmstead 

It used to be a delapidated old farm-
house in the southern German city of 
Regensburg – until it was discovered 
and restored by a group of young people 
keen to create new spaces for a new way 
of life. They turned the farmhouse and 
cowshed into apartments and complet-
ed the ensemble with two new semi - de-
tached houses.
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24 Vacation-Style Living – A Sustainable  
 Neighborhood 

Residents of the SolarCity neighbor-
hood in the Austrian city of Linz say 
living there is like being on holiday. 
SolarCity is home to some 3,000 people 
and is considered to be a model ex-
ample of ecological urban development. 
Famous architects such as Sir Norman 
Foster have paid particular attention to 
ensuring high construction standards 
and low energy consumption.

25 Dream Homes – Future Living Concepts
 

It should be cosy, luxurious or 
eco - friendly; made of steel, concrete 
or natural materials: everyone has 
different ideas about how their dream 
home should look. Today’s homeown-
ers are looking for properties that can 
rise to the challenges of the future. They 
should be adaptable to each and every 
stage of their owners’ lives, from when 
they start a family right through to 
retirement. And of course, the build-
ings’ energy consumption should be 
consistently low.

26 Singapore – City of Gardens 
The city state of Singapore is just 700 
square kilometers in size. Building plots 
are expensive. But almost 50 percent of 
the metropolis is actually green – Singa-
pore has no less than 300 parks. Trees 
and grass are a feature on every street 
and around residential blocks. This is 
the result of a meticulous and strictly 
implemented urban planning concept 
aimed at making Singapore a city for 
living, working and playing.

27 Building with Light – A Masterpiece of  
 Organic Architecture  

The small German town of Löbau is 
home to one of the most stunning ex-
amples of Modernist architecture, Haus 
Schminke, a villa designed in the early 
1930s by Hans Scharoun. The house, full 
of light and life, is a historical monu-
ment of global repute.

28 Gateway to the City – Railway Station  
 Architecture  

Railway stations are public places, sym-
bols of mobility and a stage for displays 
of emotion: farewells and reunions, 
homesickness and wanderlust. They 
provide travelers with their first impres-
sion of a city. How does railway station 
architecture pay heed to the building’s 
manifold functions – both in the past 
and the present?

29 Bunkers for Sale – Visions for Relics  
 of the Past 

Germany wants to sell its stock of bun-
kers. But who is going to be interested in 
buying such problematic structures –
windowless, difficult to heat and 
prohibitively expensive to demolish? 
Innovative architects are working on 
new ideas to make the bunkers a more 
attractive prospect.

30 Impressive Spaces – Casting Car Parks  
 in a New Light  

Parking garages used to be no - fuss, 
functional buildings. Now they are 
being given a makeover by well - known 
architects. Newly - designed garages 
aim to enhance the quality of life in 
city centers, and many places are now 
seeing the emergence of light and airy 
spaces reminiscent of banqueting halls 
or cathedrals.
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31 Eurozone HQ – The New European  
 Central Bank Building 

The European Central Bank HQ is set 
to be yet another eyecatching feature 
of Frankfurt’s skyline. It comprises 
new twin polygonal skyscrapers and a 
huge market hall from the 1920s that 
will become the main entrance and 
public area. The architects are Coop 
Himmelb(l)au of Vienna. 

32 Many Concepts and One Plan – Eight  
 Builders Under One Roof 

Eight clients and two architects working 
on a single project: This may sound 
complicated, but it has its advantages. 
For example, it can reduce the costs 
for connecting the utilities. Even when 
there is a need for close consultation, in-
dividuality need not be sacrificed. Each 
client will end up with a lovely home.

33 Wild Beauty: Berlin’s New Center – 
 A Tour of the Government Quarter
 

Government buildings, parliamentary 
chambers and corporate offices have 
filled holes in the German capital made 
by World War Two, plots that remained 
undeveloped while Berlin was a divided 
city. On a tour of the new government 
quarter, urban planners and architects 
point out some of the things most of 
us miss.

34 Vienna’s Old Town – A Living  
 Monument  

Vienna’s historic center has been a 
UNESCO World Heritage site since 2001. 
And that represents quite a challenge 
for all concerned: how to respect the 
constraints on construction in a pro-
tected historic area while addressing the 
needs of those living in this city of over 
a million people. For architects, urban 
planners and the conservation authori-
ties in the Austrian capital, this means a 
perpetual balancing act between preser-
vation and progress.

35 Proud Landmarks – A New Look for  
 Parking Garages  

These days in many parts of the world 
parking garages are much more than 
just bulky concrete eyesores. Renowned 
architects are designing imaginative 
buildings that exude clarity and moder-
nity. Not far from Tokyo, for example, 
Japanese architect Kengo Kuma has 
designed a monumental building for 
1,000 vehicles. The cleverly slatted 
facade creates a spectacular play of light 
and shade.

36 Treasure in the Debris – Old Doors,  
 Beams and Roof Tiles 

More and more people are upcycling 
and reconditioning used building ma-
terials for their homes. Old tiles, metal 
fittings, doors and floorboards can be 
full of character and often tell a story, 
making them an attractive addition to 
contemporary decor. In fact, some der-
elict buildings are the scene of what can 
only be described as full-scale treasure 
hunts. These days, materials such as 
beams and doors can fetch a high price.
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37 Life on a Houseboat – Realising the  
 Dream of a Floating Home  

The two young architects Amelie Rost 
and Jörg Niederehe won a highly sought-
after berth in the northern German city 
of Hamburg with a creative design for 
a houseboat. They put their heart and 
soul into the realisation of their dream 
of a life on the water. We filmed the 
entire process, from the construction 
of a pontoon in a Hamburg shipyard 
to the moment the couple moved into 
their houseboat.

38 Diverse and Dignified – China’s New  
 Arts Venues  

Nowhere in the world are as many new 
theaters and opera houses being built 
as in China. Any city there with a sense 
of civic pride wants to have its own 
grand new arts venue. Local authorities 
commission star architects to create 
stunning world-class buildings.

39 Summer Architecture – 
 Lake Wörth Villas  

Lake Wörth in southern Austria was a 
popular holiday resort for well-heeled 
guests as far back as the mid-19th 
century. Starting around 1850, many 
charming villas, mansions, bath- and 
boathouses were built. A distinctive 
Lake Wörth style emerged – a mix 
of regional romanticism, art nouveau, 
baroque and English country-house 
architecture. 

40 Aesthetic Perfection – Presenting Cars  
 in a New Light  

Cars are status symbols and must be 
presented accordingly. That is why many 
automakers commission famous archi-
tects to design and build their museums 
and select showrooms: Sometimes 
these buildings are so dazzling they 
almost eclipse the cars themselves.

41 The Work-Life Balance – A House for  
 Three Brothers 

Not only do the Mühl brothers work to-
gether, they also wanted to live together 
with their families. So they embarked 
upon an unusual construction project: 
Their office as a base with three town-
houses on top, offering both privacy and 
togetherness.

42 My Unique Home – Perspectives on  
 Off-Beat Living Spaces 

Architects and craftsmen, dreamers and 
visionaries open the doors to their very 
special homes. They talk about what 
motivated them to put down roots in 
their chosen location. And what they 
invest in terms of energy and nerves to 
create their very personal living spaces.

43 Living in a Castle – Construction Site  
 Hell or Fairytale Dreamworld? 

Hohenlohe in southwest Germany is 
a region brimming with castles and 
palaces. Many people dream of owning 
such a historic property – but, in reality, 
this is often a life-long duty that re-
quires a huge commitment in terms of 
both time and money. Still, the reward 
is nothing less than a home where every 
stone has a story to tell.

44 Logistical Adventure – Relocating an  
 Old Farmhouse 

What do you do when you find your 
dream house, but it’s in the wrong 
place? You move it. An old Bavarian 
farmhouse is dismantled bit by bit. Each 
beam, brick and door is painstakingly 
numbered and transported to the new 
location, before being reassembled 
as before.
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45 Creative Spaces – From Life Vision to 
 Dream Home 

These homes reflect the diverse ap-
proaches to life of the people responsi-
ble for their conception: A man realizes 
his dream of living at lofty heights by 
constructing a huge tree-house. And a 
couple prepare for a sociable old age by 
turning a former winery into a house to 
accommodate several generations.

46  Architecture and the Elements – 
 Building for the Future  

Does architecture still fulfill its essen-
tial purpose, to protect against cold, 
heat and rain? Architects are currently 
engaged in a global debate over how 
best to deal with emerging challenges 
such as climate change and increasingly 
extreme weather phenomena. Floating 
houses and homes built below ground 
level are just two of many approaches 
under consideration.  

47  From Zurich to Tokyo – In Search of 
New Ideas for Housing  
Tokyo may have 13 million residents, 
and Zurich may only have 400,000 – 
but the two cities have one thing in 
common: both are densely populated, 
expensive and in need of new approa-
ches to housing. For example, vari-
able units that can be adapted to the 
different phases of the residents’ lives. 
Or what are being called ‘cluster’ apart-
ments with small private areas and large 
communal spaces. 

48  A Life Less Ordinary – People and Their 
Houses 
Two German families, two approaches 
to designing a home. The Pradels com-
mission a new energy-saving house 
made with modern materials. The 
Schwarz family, on the other hand, have 
created their new home in an old barn 
with thick stone walls.

49  Master Plan – Designing a 
 “Perfect” City   

On the Cayman Islands, there are 
plans to create a new resort town. The 
architects and engineers aim to create 
a community that embodies the ideas 
of the New Urbanism – a high quality of 
life with home, work and public areas all 
within walking distance.

50 Tadao Ando – Master of Minimalism
  

Tadao Ando of Japan is a self-taught ar-
chitect, who is revered worldwide for his 
work. His buildings are in dialog with 
their surroundings. The strict geometry 
of his constructions contrasts with the 
organic forms of their natural settings. 
Ando works with a limited range of ma-
terials such as wood, glass and concrete.

51 Concrete – A Material in Flux  
Ten billion tons of concrete are pro-
duced each year. It is a defining feature 
of the man-made environment. Archi-
tects love its versatility and strength. 
But concrete is still regarded as a cheap 
building material by many. People who 
develop new kinds of concrete, who use 
concrete, and who live in concrete struc-
tures, talk about their experiences.
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52 Less is More – Living in Tiny Houses
  

Some people choose to live in a tiny 
house because they want to lead a 
simple life. Others can’t afford anything 
larger. Nowadays there is even a tiny 
house movement. One of its founders 
is Jay Shafer from California. His own 
living space measures just 10 square 
meters, and his tiny house designs are 
enjoying great success. 

53 Japanese-Style Weatherproofing –  
 A House of Fire and Glass 

For centuries, the Japanese have used 
charred cedar wood to clad houses.  
The process makes the siding last lon-
ger – cheaply and without the use of any 
chemicals. The method – Yakisugi – has 
in the meantime found its way to other 
parts of the world. In Germany, Simone 
and Siegfried Ottinger wrapped their 
dream house in Japanese-style charred 
wood. 

54 Extravagant and Luxurious – Living in  
 Dream Locations 

Who doesn’t dream of living in a beauti-
ful home in a gorgeous location – a 
cozy farmhouse or a Baroque mansion, 
perhaps, preferably with a glorious 
view? Many people would love to take a 
peek inside other people’s grand houses. 
A few owners have obliged and opened 
their doors to our camera teams. 

55 Surrounded by Nature – Architecture in 
 the Mountains  

Tourists, nature enthusiasts and winter 
sports fans are all drawn by the beauty 
of mountains. Hotels and roads, lifts 
and ski slopes are built in the midst of 
spectacular mountainscapes. There is a 
growing sensitivity on the part of archi-
tects about integrating new construc-
tions into their surroundings. 

56 An Extraordinary Design – The House  
 with the Diagonal Roof 

Sometimes, architectural designs fly 
in the face of building regulations. 
The Edelmann family wanted their 
new house to have a flat roof, but the 
municipality demanded a gable roof. 
The architects eventually came up with 
a creative solution that provided more 
space and higher ceilings than the Edel-
manns had ever dreamed of. 

57 In Harmony with the Environment –  
 The Buildings of Álvaro Siza  

Álvaro Siza is Portugal’s best-known liv-
ing architect and a recipient of the pres-
tigious Pritzker Prize. The vivid, sculp-
tural quality of his work has earned him 
international recognition. Siza always 
considers the surroundings and social 
context of the buildings he designs.

58 Sustainable and Desirable –  
 Future Urban Visions  

All over the world, architects are work-
ing on prototypes of sustainable build-
ings as they might appear in the cities of 
the future. Run-down housing com-
plexes are being brought up to current 
energy-efficient standards with new 
materials. One project nearing comple-
tion in the Arabian desert is an eco-city 
powered entirely by renewable energies. 

59 Immersed in Nature –  
 A Rural Residential Idyll  

On their days off, the Kohlmaier family 
leave their home in Hamburg to spend 
time in their country cottage beside a 
river. Another couple have created their 
very own paradise in a 200-year-old 
farmhouse. 



DW TRANSTEL

HISTORY
ARTS
CULTURE

DOCUMENTARY

30 MIN.

60 Fernando Abruña Charneco – Pioneer of
 Eco-Friendly Architecture  

For 40 years, Puerto Rican architect 
Fernando Abruña Charneco has been 
meeting the challenges of climate 
change with innovative designs. When 
he started out in the 1970s, he was derid-
ed as a crank. His Absent House doesn’t 
have a roof or depend on public water 
and energy supplies.

61 Seamless Assimilation – A Modern  
 House in an Old Town  

The German town of Bamberg boasts 
a captivating mix of medieval and 
baroque architecture. When they were 
commissioned to build a modern flat-
roof house close to the old town center, 
the architects Johannes Müller und 
Stephan Häublein designed a simple 
unadorned structure with lots of glass 
that complements rather than mimics 
the older buildings near by.

62 Build Your Own City – Video Games  
 Influence Urban Planning  

Laying out residential districts and pub-
lic spaces is usually the work of urban 
planners. But how can local people get 
involved when their neighborhood is 
to be revamped? One starting point is 
to play videogames such as Minecraft 
or Block’hood. They serve as a playful 
introduction to urban planning, and can 
help make it a democratic process. 

63 The Fascination of Wood – Rethinking  
 Traditional Timber  

For a long time wood has had a bad repu-
tation as a building material. But precon-
ceptions that it rots and burns easily have 
now been rendered obsolete: Wood just
has to be treated right. Further more, it is
not only suitable for the construction of
individual houses and smaller buildings.
These days, wood can also be used for 
apartment buildings and high-rises.

64 Beyond the Mainstream – 
 Radical Living Concepts  

Islands made of garbage, capsules in 
trees, or a house that can be carried 
around in your bag: all over the world, 
architects, builders and artists are 
dreaming up new ideas for living spaces. 
These should, if possible, be kind to the 
environment and fulfil our need for 
mobility, flexibility and freedom. 

65 Shelter on the Slopes – 
 Mountain Huts in the Alps  

When it comes to turning in for the 
night, hikers in the European Alps have 
a variety of shelters to choose among, 
ranging from traditional wooden struc-
tures to futuristic cubes. The Berliner 
Hut in Tyrol was built in 1878, at a time 
in which Alpinism was becoming fash-
ionable in Europe. In 1997, it became the 
first Alpine shelter to be placed under 
preservation order.

66 Combining Aesthetics and 
 Functional ity – The Architect 
 Otto Wagner  

The architect and urban planner Otto 
Wagner had a great impact on the ap-
pearance of the Austrian capital Vienna. 
His buildings marked a departure from 
the ornate and fussy style of historicism. 
He deployed new materials and created 
stunningly bold geometric designs. He 
was both a master of art nouveau and a 
pioneer of modernism, a rigorous cham-
pion of functionalism. He was decades 
ahead of his time. 
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