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Faith Matters

 
Faith provides many people with a framework for life and a moral code. This series provides 

insights into matters of faith, with reports on contemporary Catholic and Protestant commu-

nities around the world. The main focus is on the purpose of existence, Christian values and 

social responsibility, as well as contributions Christians make to society, culture and the arts. 

 

Faith Matters portrays the everyday life of Christians; it reports on the latest events in the 

Christian community and on the work of churches in Germany and worldwide. 

 

01 Saints and Spirits 

From the Wartburg to Brazil 

 

02 Stones for the Dead ---- In Remembrance 

Central Holocaust Monument in Berlin 

 

03 From Child Soldier to World Youth 

Help for Liberia’s Underage Combatants 

 

04 Water for Nigeria 

 

05 The Work of the Berlin City Mission 

Helping the Homeless in Central Berlin 

 

06 ‘‘Why Luther Appeals to Me’’ 

Ecumenical Positions of a Dominican Priest 

 

07 Homeland and Church 

Foreigner Communities in Germany 

 

08 The Wonder of Music at Pentecost 

Music Knows No Language Barriers 

 

09 Bread and Wine 

From the Dionysos Cult to Holy Communion 

 

10 Perspiration and Prayer 

Church and Sport 

 

11 The End of Family? 

 

12 Everyone Wants a Say 

Protestant Churches Seek to Pull Together 

 

13 Champion of the Poor ---- A Cardinal and his Envoys 

Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez and the Lay Preachers of Honduras 

 

14 The Rebirth of the Baroque ---- How Bach came to Bahia 

A German Conductor Brings Back Baroque Music to Salvador da Bahia 

 

15 Providing a Touch of Home 

A German Woman Priest in Beirut 
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16 God Has More than One Name 

 

17 Young, Devout, Political 

Christians in the German Parliament 

 

18 Helen Zille ---- Mayor of Cape Town 

Battling against corruption and violence 

 

19 Sister Gisela ---- A Life Dedicated to Helping Others 

An extraordinary woman working in the service of God 

 

20 Protestants in China 

A new lease of life for religion 

 

21 ‘‘O Come, My Soul with Singing’’ ---- 400 Years of Hymns by Paul Gerhardt 

The poet and pastor whose work moves us to this day 

 

22 The Future Needs Hope ---- MISEREOR Marks 50 Years in Burundi 

Unyielding commitment to one of the world’s poorest nations 

 

23 Fatima and Sumaya ---- A Moslem-Christian Friendship in Palestine 

An understanding that has survived against all the odds 

 

24 Rescuing the Torah Scroll ---- A Christian and Jewish Story of Courage 

The scripture’s journey as a symbol of reconciliation and forgiveness 

 

25 What the Church Is Doing with its Churches 

Alternatives uses for Germany’s houses of worship 

 

26 Rwanda Looking for Reconciliation 

How the church is helping to alleviate the trauma of the 1994 massacre 

 

27 Emergency Pastoral Care ---- Preparation for a Pandemic 

Pastoral workers in Germany take part in a nationwide disaster control exercise 

 

28 Wealth Goes ---- Poverty Stays: Gold Mining in the Peruvian Andes 

A Catholic priest champions the rights of indigenous communities  

 

29 ‘‘Like a Family’’ ---- Wichern, Founder of Modern Paedagogics 

An 18th century educational model that resonates to this day 

 

30 You Are My God: I Search for You ---- The Poetry of the Psalms 

Plumbing the mysteries of the Book of Psalms – one of the great works of world literature

 

31 The Apostle Paul and His Successors in the Early Church 

The role of St. Paul in contemporary Turkey, the nation of his birth 

 

32 Under Threat of Death ---- Erwin Kräutler, Bishop to Brazil’s Indigenous Flock 

A civil activist and campaigner who refuses to be silenced 

 

33 Can Faith Move Mountains? 

The Lourdes phenomenon and our need to believe in the power of miracles 

 

34 Barack Obama ---- Hero to the US Afro-American Community 

From community worker to the White House: Pinning hopes on the President 
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35 Pskov ---- A Social Model for Russia 

Pioneering treatment and care of the less fortunate 

 

36 Hymns of Praise ---- Felix Mendelssohn’s 200th Birthday 

Momentous music for church and concert hall 

 

37 ‘‘For the Children’’ ---- A Blind German Woman in Peru 

Disability no barrier to charitable engagement 

 

38 Securing Peace through Justice 

Learning to heal the world with everyday actions 

 

39 The Sermon on the Picture ---- Church and Art 

How the parallels between religion and art can serve to inspire us 

 

40 A Faith Divided 

Christianity and the Berlin Wall  

 

41 God’s Stargazers 

Jesuits bridging the gap between science and the Church 

 

42 Paradise Will Sink First ---- The Consequences of Climate Change 

The future of low-lying coastal regions hangs in the balance 

 

43 Winning Through Fair Play ---- Does the God of Soccer Come from Africa? 

Using sport to teach life skills in South Africa 

 

44 Forgotten: Namibian Children in East Germany 

Condemned by historical events to life as a refugee 

 

45 Brother Sun, Sister Moon ---- St. Francis of Assisi’s Canticle of the Sun 

The famous song in praise of God’s creation is set to a new score 

 

46 ‘‘I’m a Star’’ ---- Young People’s Opera as a Social Project 

Exploring untapped potential through performance 

 

47 A Hand and a Heart ---- Alternatives for Care of the Elderly 

Addressing the rising cost of a longer life 

 

48 Following in Mother Teresa’s Footsteps ---- A Volunteer in a Calcutta Hospice 

A German woman fulfils her childhood pledge 

 

49 ‘‘If It’s Great, It’s Great’’ ---- There’s no Such Thing as Disabled Art 

Celebrating the work of two groups of artists based in Hamburg 

 

50 Cluny Abbey ---- The Light of the World 

Although destroyed during the French Revolution, Cluny Abbey is still a major visitor  

attraction 

 

51 Anything but Meek and Mild ---- Nikolaus Schneider at the Helm of the German  

 Protestant Church 

In Nikolaus Schneider, the German Protestant Church has a man with firm political  

convictions as its president. 
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